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ing an adjournment, 77-60. Next day, the radicals tried to pass Bing-
ham's force bill, pigeonholed since early January; but they could not
get a two-thirds vote to suspend the rules against solid Democratic
opposition. The Democrats thus joined the conservative Republicans
to keep the road to conciliation free from these obstructions.7
II
In the White House the President was hoping against hope that
either Congress or the Conference Convention would do something to
avert conflict. He and his cabinet could do little but watch. He himself
was extremely tired and worn: the month between December 27 and
January 29 had been very hard on him. During that entire time the
senatorial managers had been at him constantly, hour after hour; one
after another they came with their demands. He had withstood them,
but it had taken much out of him. His southern friends had turned on
him, the hardest blow falling when the Slidells broke off even social
relations because of Holt's removal of Beauregard. Since the Pickens
truce and the departure of most of the senatorial managers he had
enjoyed a little respite and recovery. Still there were days when he felt
too ill to go to his office and had to meet the cabinet in his library. Had
he known that one of its members, Edwin M. Stanton, was reporting
their deliberations regularly to the Republicans, he would have been
even more despondent.8
He was pinning his hopes on the Conference Convention and bend-
ing his little remaining energy to prevent any untoward act from dis-
turbing that body; so the idea of reenforcements for Sumter, taken up
on January 30, was allowed again to lapse. When Hayne went off in a
huff after writing his violent letter, Buchanan's fears revived, and
they were fanned by fussy John Tyler, busily cautioning him and try-
ing to stop Pickens from taking offense and firing on the fort.9 For-
tunately Anderson had written that he did not want any reenforce-
ments, they would only cause trouble. This despatch was received Febru-
ary 4, the day the Conference Convention met. Not only did it cause
Ward's expedition to be delayed longer, but it cast a damper on a more
ambitious scheme.
Captain G. V. Fox, a connection of the Blairs, had been talking with